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Information Society and Welfare Society for Disabled People

KuNioMI SHIBATA
School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

Over the past few decades, a considerable number of studies have been conducted on
Information Society in Japan. Although those studies have been made on the cause that
Japanese society has rapidly informationized it, there is little attention given that it is
changing to aging society. This paper discusses the issues related to the “Aged Society”
and “Information Society” in Japan.

Information Communication Technology (ICT) is the key to solving digital divide for
aging persons and persons with disabilities. As the first step of our analysis, we discuss
the importance of social participation and independent living for aging and disabled peo-
ple.

It has been proposed that the core of social participation is “work and employment”. I
gave two examples to show whether using ICT made persons with disabilities become
working and living independently or not. The results indicated they were not taken part
in an Information Society, but taken in on the competition of the labor market. From now
on, Social Information Studies will be needed to solve this issue that happens all the time
in Aged Society.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
Information Society ({E#t1l4), Aged Society (E#¥ifb14), Information Communica-
tion Technology (1E¥t:@fEFHMi), Disabled people (BiEDH % A %), Independent Liv-
ing (HM41E), Social participation ({t&Zhn)
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