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Human rights risks such as forced labor toward minors have become a serious problem in global

supply chains. Businesses are required to conduct human rights due diligence in order to protect human
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rights, and to continuously identify, assess, and disclose risks related to human rights, the environment,
and governance. In addition to the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the OECD
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, as international frameworks, the EU is formulating Directive
on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence, that include mandatory due diligence and sustainable
corporate governance initiatives. Concurrently legislations on human rights due diligence have been
proceeding in developed countries. After formulating Japan’s National Action Plan (NAP) on Business
and Human Rights, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry has published the Guidelines for
Respecting Human Rights in Responsible Supply Chains, in September 2022, as a soft law. As global
companies, in addition to complying with the guidelines, it is important to develop risk management
systems to improve corporate value across international supply chains, not only from a defensive
perspective but also from a medium to long term perspective, under the leadership of the management
team. In the future, it should be closely watched, whether Japan will move toward legalization of human
rights due diligence, which has been becoming a global standard, along with international cooperation

and diplomatic movements such as the conclusion of multilateral or bilateral international agreements.

Ensuring the effectiveness of enforcement would be the key to success.
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R ENT D EICIDEADEERY; I -
BT 2EOBDLIRNETH 2 I EICHEENLE
ThHs, BFHOFEE - fHAEbRIZDONT, AR
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Forced Labour and Forced Marriage , (ILO
Website, 2017) 2 Raquel Carvalho, ‘Legal
expert launches Remedy Project to tackle forced
labour in Asia’ s supply chains’ (This Week in
Asia, 1 Nov 2020) .
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T 2 AEDNL] A &S S ONER BB
-0y NZa—XL¥— (202146 H 23
H) 1-5H,



(24)

(25)

(26)
27
(28)

(29)

(30)

Ji# I

ER A - HBOES [WINT R T FEY
TA Ta—TUI T ADEBLITET
LEE HARBFENDEE] EY Japan (2022
H£5H19H) B,
SIS LT, HathT TEERGNICS
F2REOHEMELE— [E2 R &AM
Z2H <o T —| EEREERGIH22EREV
FHmEER 20214 11 A7 H) 1-6 HBH,
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