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Can Ghosts Rebirth?

: Basic Consideration to Colonialism. Part 3

IxEDA MIDORI
School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

In analysis of colonialism, the most important element is “the subject”. The people
called “majority” often lacks a consciousness to “subject”. This lack makes them possible
to become a “majority” at the same time. There also is such a “majority” as “the empty
subject” refusing reply responsibility. They are just like “ghosts” mentally. This omission
of subjectivity is caused by lack of imagination. “Majority” also is the existence that has
robbed someone of imagination.

Such “majorities” are maintained by concealing binary opposition between dominators
and dominated people in power relations. It makes existing power relations uncertain
among the both that variety of dominator and variety of dominated people are empha-
sized. Rule relations are maintained as a result of this. To deconstruct rule relations,
more than anything , binary opposition must intend for analyze.

In addition, “the empty subject” may easily transform it to “the dangerous subject” by
identify themselves as nation and community. We can think about such a transformation
through subjectivity of the characters which change from a member of a modern family
into one of community via patriotism in popular TV drama such as “Kita—no—kuni-kara”.

To regard relations between subjectivity and colonialism, we must assume omissions of
imagination and a reply responsibility. This point is important to consider the possibility
of the new reply subject who is not “empty”, nor “dangerous”.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
colonialism (fEEH#F ) , subject (£1K) , reply responsibility (J6&EE) , majority (%
Va7 4), minority (¥4 /Y7 1), counter power (X}#T7J), binary opposition (-
TExIL), fascism (7 7 ¥ A 4), positionality (KY ¥ a9 5 4), TV drama “Kita—no
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