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Japanese Language Education in Public Schools
— Current Status and Issues of Education for Pupils and
Students Who Need Japanese Language Instruction —

AKIE SUGIYAMA
School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

The number of foreign residents in Japan has been growing by about 150,000 annually since
2014, reaching an all-time high of 2.9 million in 2019. Unfortunately, it is not at all unusual to
encounter foreign pupils and students who are functionally illiterate in Japanese. With regard to
the specific issue of language teaching for pupils and students in public schools, the measures
include budget allocations for improvement and expansion of the existing “community Japanese-
language education” program. Foreign students who need Japanese language instruction are said
to have many problems due to lack of Japanese language ability, while teachers with knowledge
and experience of Japanese language support are extremely limited. Also, there are many areas
where the support and measures for the above are not sufficient. In addition, the problem of
education for pupils and students cannot be dealt with simply by the experience of a Japanese
teacher because many factors such as mother tongue acquisition, identity problems, human
relation problems at school and home, and entrance to school problems are intricately intertwined.
Based on this situation, this paper clarified the current situation of some of the pupils and
students who need Japanese language instruction, focusing on previous research and the efforts
of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. 1. “Securing teachers for
teaching Japanese” 2. “Building a system for teaching Japanese at school” 3. “Utilization of ICT”,
and 4. The four points of “cooperation with related organizations in the region” are listed as efforts
to solve problems by The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

Key Words (¥—7—1F)
foreign pupils and students (#4[E A W8 A:%E), Japanese teaching (H AR FE{53#), Japanese
language teacher (HAZEFRE YZ), special curriculum (FHOEE H4E), utilization of
ICT (ICT »i&H),



