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“Easy Japanese” as One of the Multilingual Information in
Times of Big Disasters

AKIE SUGIYAMA

School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

Natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, landslide disasters, volcanic eruptions occur
frequently in Japan, not only Japanese, but also many foreign residents have died as a result every
year. However, it is difficult to recognize the damage caused by natural disasters in case of foreign
residents. These people face the problem of “information blank”, so-called “information for
handicapped people” like elderly people and person with disabilities and this problem is one of the
problems to be solved as soon as possible. It is critical to protect foreign residents’ lives, safety,
and property from natural disasters.

“Easy Japanese” was developed by a research group led by Kazuyuki Sato, a sociolinguistics
professor at Hirosaki University, following the January. 17, 1995 Great Hanshin Earthquake, when
it emerged that many foreigners with little to no understanding of Japanese were unable to receive
crucial information on evacuation and relief services. “Easy Japanese”, in general, honorific forms
of Japanese phrasing are avoided, as well as the passive voice and double negatives. The language
is kept easy as possible so that the second and the third-graders at Japanese elementary schools
can understand.

The introduction of “Easy Japanese” was proposed as one of the multilingual information as
a language that can instantaneously and reliably convey real-time information at the time of a
disaster. The local governments are increasingly using Easy Japanese in disaster preparation
training that everyone can understand.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
information for handicapped people (15#55% ), foreign natural-disaster victims (J}E ABE %),
foreign residents (£ 44E A ), multilingual information (% S &%), disaster information

system (S ERHER S A 7 L), Easy Japanese (X & L\ HAGE), local government (#175 H G A)
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