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Scenes of Trial in the Frankish Kingdom (2)
—The Lawsuit for Divorce by King Lothar and the Destruction of his Kingdom—

YOSHINOBU MORI*
*School of Social Informations Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

Lothar II, king of Lotharingia, wished to divorce his queen Theutberga and marry again with his
cherished mistress Waldrada. Because the queen had no children, but the mistress bore king’s son
Hugh. In disregard of the prohibition by the church, Lothar wedded Waldrada, in order to legitimate his
only prospective heir. The king accused Theutberga of having had incestuous relations with her brother
Hucbert. She proved her innocence as a result of ordeal by hot water. But Lothar ignored the result and
had justice of his cause ratified by a synod of Lotharingian bishops. Taking on the judgement of this
synod, Lothar married Waldrada and crowned her queen.

Hincmar of Reims argued the case in the name of christian morality and opposed this divorce. Pope
Nicholas I devoted himself to affirming his apostolic authority and prerogative. In 862 the Pope sent
two delegates with instructions to convene a synod at Metz, in order to rehear Lothar’s case in the
presence of the bishops of France, Germany and Provence. Lothar bought off the papal legates, but the
Pope judged the synod’s decision as invalid by having disposed the legates and having excommunicated
two archbishops of Lothar’s kingdom. The Pope again sent Arsenius, bishop of Orte, who required
Lothar to reunite with Theutoberga and to break off with his mistress. The king complied with the papal
request, but soon he broke his promise by keeping the favorite mistress. The Pope excommunicated
Waldrada, and gave a warning of excommunication against Lothar. Thus Nichoras I set himself up as
the Chief Justice of the Christian world and was regarded as “the first theocrat”.

When the Pope died in 869 and Lothar then journeyed to Italy in an effort to solve the situation in
concert with the new Pope Hadrian II. By falsely claiming to have left his mistress, Lothar gained
admission to Communion. Unexpectedly he died from an attack of malaria.

The Pope had wished that Emperor Louis of Italy, the elder brother of Lothar, should inherit the
Lothar - kingdom. However the two uncles, Charles the Bald and Louis the German, both plotted
against him, and soon divided and possessed this kingdom.

In the papal opinion, the Christian world of western Europe should be one under the Pope and the
Frankish kingdom should also be under the emperor. But the disunion was final in the result of the
lawsuit of this divorce.
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