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(1) Katherine A. Kendall (1987) Encyclopedia of
Social Work Vol. 18 Vol.1 “International Social Work
Education— Current Influences and Future Potentials”
p.994.%

In 1974, Asian educators involved in the IASSW
curriculum development project launched what in now
called the Asian and Pacific Association of Social

Work Education.

(2) Merl C. Hokenstad and Katherine A .Kendall
(1995) Encyclopedia of Social Work Vol. 19 “International
Social Work  Education—Social Work Education
Around the World-Regional Developments” p. 1515. %

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, regional

associations of social work were established in Latin
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America, Africa, and Asia. An IASSW program
emphasizing indigenous curriculum development was
instrumental in this process of regionalization.
International and regional seminars scheduled as part of
this initiative brought together faculty from different
countries to explore problems and possibilities involved
in shaping new patterns of social work education,
-------- All five regional associations are closely
affiliated with IASSW, but they also run their own

conference and projects.

(3) Ngoh Tiang Tan (2008) Encyclopedia of Social
Work TVol.20 Vol.2 “International Social Work
Education and Social Welfare: Asia-The Role of
Social work” p. 499.9

The Asian and Pacific Association for Social Work
Education currently has 78 member institutions
(APASWE2007). Social Work Education is generally at
the undergraduate levels in many of the Asian countries.
China, with more than 100 universities and colleges
providing social work training, has the most growth of
social work education. Vietnam has recently started three
schools of social work. Japan alone has 143
undergraduate schools and 81 graduate social work
programs (APASWE2007).

Malaysia currently has five schools of social work, and
countries like Japan, India, Singapore, and the Philippines
have had social work education for many years and have
developed high standards for graduate social work

education,
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(1) Edna R.Chamberlain (1991) International Social
Work volume 34(1) “The Beijing seminar: Social
Work Education in Asia and the Pacific” p.27-35.9
(2) Tan Ngoh Tiong (2006) International Social Work
volume 49(2) “Regional Perspective-+«from Asia-
Pacific” p.277-284.7

(3) Joseph Kwok (2008) International Social Work
volume 51(5) “Regional Perspective-+-from Asia:
Social Work and Social Development in Asia”
p. 699-704. 9
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(1) Katherine A .Kendall (1998) IASSW The First
Fifty Years 1928-1978 —A Tribute to the Founders
p.22.9
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The Asian and Pacific Association for Social Work
Education (APASWE) came into being as an outgrowth
of the pilot school program organized by the IASSW
as the focal point of the family planning project.
Angelina Almanazor of the Philippines, who served as
the IASSW regional representative for Asia, saw the
value of close regional cooperation and interchange
in promoting the social development objective of
the project. At IASSW’s International Congress of
Schools, held in Holland in 1972, she proposed the
establishment of a regional association, and in 1974, at
Congress held Nairobi, the Asian schools formally
established APASWE, which, from the moment of its
creation, has played a significant leadership role

throughout the region.

(2) Edna R.Chamberlain (1991) Sandra Sewell
and Anthony Kelly Social Problems in the Asia
Pacific region “Regional Organisation: The Case
of APASWE” pp. 329-345. 10

1) Social development in the Asian and Pacific
region: Context and recent history

------- It is my intent, rather, to give information
and to promote the kind of debate and dialogue
which keeps alive healthy scepticism, essential to
analysis and action.

Firstly, 1 should like to indicate the complex
context in which APASWE operates; that is, the
challenge of ‘unity in diversity’; secondly, I want to
tell briefly the APASWE story, introducing the people,
their purposes, proceeding, and publications; thirdly, I
shall report on a recent study I undertook to elicit
APASWE’s  self-assessment of achievements and
goals; and finally, I would like to speculate on the

future of APASWE in the coming decade.

2) The APASWE story
The ARASWE/ APASWE story told here has been
gleaned from minutes of meetings, annual reports, and

news letters, as well as from informal discussions
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with a number of persons who have helped initiate

and sustain APASWE.

3) APASWE in the 1980s:a self-assessment

In regard to APASWE achievements, respondents
were positive about the values of regional seminars,
though they regretted there could not be more
funding of participants from poorer countries and
more widespread dissemination of ideas through the

publication of proceeding.

4) Some Comments on the future of APASWE

The ARASWE has ambitious plans to exist in the
development of (1) curriculum to eliminate poverty; (2)
field training projects for developmental roles,; (3)
cross—cultural research which will identify commonalities
and differences in the Asian region,; (4)a pool of
resource persons in the region; (5)publications and
teaching materials. This is an ambitious outlook and the
association being new, it is spurred with the thought that
after years of continuous and persistent spadework, the

future can be faced with hope and optimism.

(4) Asia Pacific Journal of Social Work (APISW)
1) S.Vasoo and Tan Ngoh Tiong(1991) Asia Pacific
Journal of Social Work (APJSW) Vol. 1 No.1l
“Editorial” pp2-5.1?

Firstly, is funding a secretariat a realistic possibility,
given current competition for limited national, regional,
and international finical aid?

------- Secondly, even if APASWE established a

secretariat, would it help in achieving APASWE
objectives if a high proportion of the organization’s
energies were expended in fund raising and self-
maintenance?

------- Thirdly, and this is the most crucial question, is
it morally sound to enmesh APASWE structural trapping

without reviewing its purposes?

The beginning of any process, as with the inauguration
of the Asia Pacific Journal of Social Work, is marked
with excitement, ambivalence and challenge. The need
for this journal has been discussed for some time already.
At the 10th Asia Pacific Regional Seminar on Social
Work, in Singapore, in August, 1989, the Department of

Social Work and Psychology, National University of
(3) Angelina C. Almanzor and Ester C. Viloria
(1977) Philippine Encyclopedia of Social Work “Social

Work Education in Asia -The role of the national,

Singapore proposed the setting up of the journal to the
APASWE Board. At the 25th International Congress of
Schools of Social Work, in Lima, Peru, in August, 1990,
regional, and international associations” p. 481, 1V the Asian Pacific Association of Social Work Education
(APASWE) General Meeting voted unanimously in
------- in 1974, the Asian Regional Association for support of the APJSW.
Social Work Education(ARASWE) was established.
Though still in its infancy, ARASWE has had a very 2) David Cox(1991) Asia Pacific Journal of Social
Work (APJSW) Vol.1 No.1 “Social Work Education in

the Asia—Pacific Region” pp6-14.'»

auspicious start, It has begun to promote inter-school
cooperation and facilitate exchange of teaching materials,
as well as faculty and students for inter-school regional
activities. It had started to serve as a clearing house for This article identifies 5 trends in social work and

regional concerns. Uppermost contribution is in the social work education in the Asia Pacific region:

promotion of intra-regional cooperation in the training of
social work educators which developing friendly exchange
of ideas, knowledge and skills for an international

practice of social work.

limited role of social work and the challenge in
presents, urban focus in a predominantly rural Asia,
limited foci of social work education restricted mainly

to casework and community work to the neglect of
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social policy, articulation between levels of practice,
and indigenization of social work education for
consistency of relevance to its cultural contexts.
Suggestions for development of social work in the
region include regional research, regional workshops,
joint  coursework  higher  degree  programmes,
documenting experience of practitioners, encouraging

appropriate  research higher degree and research

programmes across schools of social work.

3) Kalyani Mehta and S. Vasoo(2001) A4sia Pacific
Journal of Social Work (APJSW) Vol. 11 No.2
“Cross Cultural Counselling — Editorial” pp. 1-5 %

4) Murli Desai(2007) Asia Pacific Journal of Social
Work and Development (APJSWD) Vol.17 No. 2
“Editorial —Making of a Social Work Journal: Dr. S
Vasoo interviewed by Dr. Murli Desai” pp. 6-14. 1
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(1) Elmer L. Andersen Library, University of
Minnesota O Social Welfare History Archives
KHREINTWS, (201143 A IZAPASWE
JER RS OFEF — LNBHMFAEZT>
Tn5)

(2) Murli Desai(2007) Asia Pacific Journal of
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Social Work and Development (APJSWD)
Vol. 17 No.2 “Editorial — Making of a Social
Work Journal: Dr. S Vasoo interviewed by
Dr. Murli Desai” pp. 3-6.

MD: When and why was the name of the
Journal changed from APJSW to Asia Pacific
Journal of Social Work and Development?

SV: The title of the Journal was changed to
Asia Pacific Journal of Social Work and
Development in 2004 to put social work in the
context of development. We wanted to extend
ourselves from being a frog in a well having a
wider world view, to look at the ecological,
social, economic, legal, political, and
philosophical issues of human development. No
[hu]lman is island to himself, we would like to
invite social scientists other than social workers

to contribute to the Journal as well.

51 A3k

1) Asian and Pacific Association for Social Work

(APASWE)  Brief Information
(2007; 2009)

2) Russell H. Kurtz (1941) Social Work Year Book
sixth Issue, pp.5-8

3) Katherine A .Kendall(1987) Encyclopedia of Social
Work 18th Vol 1, National Association Social
Workers (NASW) p. 994

4 ) Merl C. Hokenstad and Katherine A .Kendall
(1995) Encyclopedia of Social Work 19th, National
Association Social Workers (NASW) p. 1515

5) Ngoh Tiang Tan (2008) Encyclopedia of Social
Work 20th Vol.2, D-I National Association Social
Workers (NASW) , Oxford University Press p. 499
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