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They were young, educated, and both virgins on this, their wedding night, and they lived
in a time when a conversation about sexual difficulties was plainly impossible.!
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His [Edward’s] specific worry, based on one unfortunate experience, was of overexcite-
ment, of what he had heard someone described as ‘arriving too soon.” The matter was
rarely out of his thoughts, but though his fear of failure was great, his eagerness — for
rapture, for resolution — was far greater.?
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Florence suspected that there was something profoundly wrong with her, that she had
always been different, and that at last she was about to be exposed. Her problem, she
thought, was greater, deeper, than straightforward physical disgust; her whole being was
in revolt against a prospect of entanglement and flesh; her composure and essential
happiness were about to be violated. She simply did not want to be ‘entered’ or ‘pene-
trated.” Sex with Edward could not be the summation of her joy, but was the price she
must pay for it.!
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It seemed a slightly neglected time to me. When people say the Sixties, they don’t mean
1962... even 1966, and I very much wanted a narrator who would be aware that this was
on the shore of those times, the great shift in social attitudes... I think of a friend like
(critic) Tan Hamilton who used to run the The New Review... He was only five, six years
older than people like myself, Martin Amis, but he really disapproved of our ways and
dress and hair.’

TF =T VT 1962 MRS E DAL PSEHA SN WVETH 5 EBRTSE, T LT,
ZOMERDOA, & bHITN5, 6% LEOKAOHIFRICREPLEZRIIOWTNEESbN, V=
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She was doing all she could to prevent a muscle in her leg from tightening, but it was
happening without her... she felt it was letting her down, giving the first indication of
the extent of her problem. He surely felt the little storm beneath his hand, for his
eyes widened minutely, and the tilt of his eyebrows and the soundless parting of his
lips suggested that he was impressed, even in awe, as he mistook her turmoil for eager-

ness.’
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How could she have known what a terrible mistake she was making? Had she pulled on
the wrong thing? Had she gripped too tight? He gave out a wail, a complicated series
of agonized, rising vowels, the sort of sound she had heard once in a comedy film when
a waiter, weaving this way and that, appeared to be about to drop a towering pile of soup
plates. In horror she let go, as Edward, rising up with a bewildered look, his muscular
back arching in spasms, emptied himself over her in gouts, in vigorous but diminishing
quantities, filling her navel, coating her belly, thighs, and even a portion of her chin and
kneecap in tepid, viscous fluid.
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If the hijackers had been able to imagine themselves into the thoughts and feelings of the
passengers, they would have been unable to proceed. It is hard to be cruel once you
permit yourself to enter the mind of your victim. Imagining what it is like to be someone
other than yourself is at the core of our humanity. It is the essence of compassion, and
it is beginning of morality.?
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She could write the scene three times over, from three points of view; her excitement was
in the prospect of freedom, of being delivered from the cumbrous struggle between good
and bad, heroes and villains. None of these three was bad, nor were they particularly
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good. She need no judge. There did not have to be a moral. She need only show separate
minds, as alive as her own, struggling with the idea that other minds were equally alive.
It wasn’t only wickedness and scheming that made people unhappy, it was the confusion
and misunderstanding; above all, it was the failure to grasp the simple truth that other
people are as real as you. And only in a story could you enter these different minds and
show how they had and equal value. That was the only moral a story need have.!
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BWTOH, NIMMADLMITAVRAL I ENTXSL, TNHHSOLER UMEER>b D E
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That I'm hopeless, absolutely hopeless at sex. Not only am I no good at it, I don’t seem
to need it like other people, like you do. It just isn't something that’s part of me. 1
don’t like it, I don’t like the thought of it. I have no idea why that is, but I think it
isn't going to change. Not immediately. At least, I can’t imagine it changing. And if I
don’t say this now, we'll always be struggling with it, and it’s going to cause you a lot of

unhappiness, and me too."
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EoLT0aHlEilEA0IcHd, AEDZTDEIBV -2 ELIERNTENE, Pl
I Z DN EHKOME R T 28 H S EEITRLICDTHS, LILrL, T RT—F
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You tricked me. Actually you're fraud. And I know exactly what else you are. Do you

know what you are? You're frigid, that’s what. Completely frigid. But you thought you
needed a husband, and I was the first bloody idiot who came along."
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Here came the past anyway, the indistinct past. It was the smell of the sea that sum-
moned it. She was twelve years old, lying still like this, waiting, shivering in the narrow
bunk with polished mahogany sides. Her mind was a blank, she felt she was in disgrace.
After a two-day crossing, they were once more in the calm of Carteret harbour, south of
Cherbourg. It was late in the evening, and her father was moving about the dim

cramped cabin, undressing, like Edward now."
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TLEH, ZOFMFOBINT— FIEADPSEHINE A S o 7ehs, RIS TH - 72,
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TIRCFRED 2 DN —FEDIRITIZIE > T2 H L, 2D EE & H 28010, FIEMERIT I F 2
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It never occurred to Edward to ask himself if she was happy. She certainly had her
moments of anxiety, panicky attacks when her breathing came in snatches and her thin
arms would rise and fall at her side, and all her attention was suddenly on her children,
on a specific need she knew she must immediately address. Edward’s fingernails were
too long, she must mend a tear in a frock, the twins needed a bath. She would descend
among them, fussing ineffectually, scolding, or hugging them to her, kissing their faces
or doing all at once, making up for lost time. It almost felt like love, and they yielded to
her happily enough. But they knew from experience that the realities of the household
were forbidding — the nail scissors and matching thread would not be found, and to heat
water for a bath needed hours of preparation. Soon their mother would drift away, back
to her own world."

INGRD T fragmentalism’ E WD) DNH B, NROFH EIF—AEBEOL N EY — K3,
ML TOESDOMREEE->TLESIZETHS, T NT—FORBHOIEY — NEGH & E I
ZOEMH B, v—Va) —BFETEH S, AR TRMEO XS It EEEE EHrhTH
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HEIRARE I NI &L SR LI IEN, AIdBZTE > T,

Towards the end of that celebrated decade, when his life came under pressure from all
the new excitements and freedoms and fashions, as well as from the chaos of numerous
love affairs — he became at last reasonably competent — he often thought of her strange
proposal, and it no longer seemed quite so ridiculous, and certainly not disgusting or

insulting.”

WIHMER U8 a EiR S, 5ER - TREZNEFBEFEBL LD TR > Tk, HizLa—
REEICEI D S A8 5, FRMERICH 2 L FE AN T, 1968 FEITKRIIZ D BWERDOE T IV —TF
WL LS TE2—LKDEAS, 78—V 2V ARBZDNAF ) VBEFETH-T, Tikd Z Eidid
FHIZ 2=y TV bR TR, AEICERE Ulcktk] EEPNTH -7, BiFHFEL
THREEE > TOD LI TH ot TNICHIEEWMAMITBHMAB AL EZE > TELEASTHR
Yo TLTIRDEIIT, WEEFIBELE NI EEHDTHRIFTE2DTH 5,

At last he could admit to himself that he had never met anyone he loved as much, that
he had never found anyone, man or woman. Who matched her seriousness. Perhaps if he
had stayed with her, he would have been more focused and ambitious about his own life,

he might have written those history books."

"o ZAMINTH»S D flash forward 13T XTZ KT — FOMEN» SO ETH B, 7m—
LUy ZOMEN SR fhh T, EOLOFTT N — N2 EFERBFHTNED
», RO EEENSNBOTLEDOMEEFIZE SN SB, 7272, HHOLEEBELNT T
N, ZOBHNNE - THEBRIITE2—LEDENLS, TR —RNEESTHEELLALEEZE S
TWA I ERBENE D, TRWAHRKIE [AEIZBEELTWS | EEETHEEIN/DOTH %,
INROTBEIE, RO XD BXETHIEN T 5,

All she had needed was the certainty of his love, and his reassurance that there was no
hurry when a lifetime lay ahead of them. Love and patience — if only he had had them
both at once — would surely have seen them both through. And then what unborn
children might have had their chances, what young girl with an Alice band might have

become his loved familiar? This is how the entire course of life can be changed — by
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doing nothing. On Chesil Beach he could have called out to Florence, he could have gone

after her... she would have turned back.”

AESE, TRY-FEHDOEEHERELSNETRED 7o BB THITHE0KENS, 7
O—LVUANZEI LIV EE-EH I LESKEHMICEFETMEE P -7cDTH S, 50
kb A E N, TYRNRNY REDTLLDOFNRETBZREIZE > Thlehd L, »ORHIZ
RTFIWVITIRA D ETBWLITFENFBEREK 512D TH 5, DIFTONRERLBIRD BN TH
29 INSTEBEMEMTINTENIZ O MBITEHERMS B EITE-T, MEFEER LWL
LIZE-TZDEIITADANENRELSED->TLED T EEWIISITHE > THIRDOEEFF - TH
BB

50U TFERM | 2WEDF > TS ZARBINE S TTALIZENZNEWLS O, TR
T—ROKFFBETHD, vF2—TVOXRFFETHH 5, /NIKIHEOHRK Z LTIV TR,
DEDESNOHKAE L TRONF RN ENIDNIF 2 —T VOFHRTH o7 LML, Wb &
AT, RBENEIT->TOWBEDTH B, [ToTBMHENST, /NROMIEEZRL 3 DT
WRLUTHED, I2EZIE, ZoEHBMZT7a—L v XD flash forward ZANTAKSEHIKLBETH
AIMe WHEBZRT—=FDOIEEZENTHED, ENELENTOHRLLZDELLNTH S I,
EBLLITLTH, WOMMITT - B RIEREUADMEDTERNTHAD, 7A8—LV VXD
EMBBXENTHNBNSIE, TRT—FOHNEWIDEENET 3D TH B, On
Chesil Beach 345 F T F 2 — T Y O/NGIZIZ LD 5 72 BE/NGOY) 78 X 48 UH LT THlE
THh b,

by

IR —F&T7a—L Uy 2DOANEEZRELSITFEDOELDIF 1962 4EE NS TH - 72, TEDMEK
BRI Z 72 2 ORI, oA EMATIT B 2 2 LA RSO EE AR K- T
Wiz, TULTENMEHNER - T, BoD/NIIWRMBEAEL L DI - 7o, INS TR K X235
fRIZIEBM, TRY—FBR—ZELOSEL7o—L v 2ZhFT0hiE, %5 R35hiE THA
1THA5, MEMIGIEAL DEENRD & > E LIBRTRELEDBEZER, vF2—T7 V1K
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