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Letters of / Anton Tcheov / to his Family and Friends / TRANS-
LATED FROM THE RUSSIAN BY / CONSTANCE GARNETT / Lon-
don / Chatto & Windus / 1920. 22852 R4 ERIK ) O 5 WV 32 xiii,
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Kpro” X-EHE) UL EFIMIU BXE-Q M X N 45R4810°

TRANLATOR’'S NOTE / Or the eighteen hundred and
ninety letters / of Tchehov published by his family, I have /
chosen for translation the letters and pas- / sages from letters
which seem to me to /throw most light on his character,
his / life, and his opinions. The memoir is / an abridged and
adapted version of the / biographical sketch of his brother /
Mihail Tchehov. Tchehov's letters / to his wife after his mar-
riage /in 1901 have not so / far been published.
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To A.N.PLESHTCHEYEV. / Moscow, March 6./ It is devilishly
cold, but the poor birds are already flying to Russia!l They
are driven by homesickness and love for their native land. If
poets knew how many millions of birds fall victims to their
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longing and love for their homes, how many of them freeze
on the way, what agonies they endure on getting home in
March and at the beginning of April, they would have sung
their praises long agol... Put yourself in the place of a
corncrake who does not fly but walks all the way, or of a wild
goose who gives himself up to man to escape being frozen...

Life is hard in this world!
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Ecmu cyauth mo xputuke bypenuna o MepexkoBckoM, To y Bac
tereph 15-20° Moposa... XONOAHO YEpPTOBCKH, a Belb OEIHbIE TITHIbI
yxke setsit B Poccuto! VX TOHAT TOcka 1O poAMHE U JTIOOOBb K OTe-
YeCTBY; €CM OBl MOATHI 3HAJM, CKOJIBKO MHJUIMOHOB ITHIL JCNAOTCS
JKEPTBOIO TOCKM M JTIOOBU K POJHBIM MECTaM, CKOJIBKO MX MEp3HET Ha
MyTH, CKOJIBKO MYK IIPETepIICBAIOT OHM B MapTe M B HAdalle arpes,
npuOBIB HAa POAMHY, TO JABHO ObI BOCHeNM uX... Boiaute Bbl B
TIOJI0KEHNE KOPOCTENsl, KOTOPBIH BCIO AOPOTY HE JIETHUT, a UJET TEIIKOM,
WIN JUKOTO TyCsl, OTHAIOIIETOCS XUBBEM B PYKH UEJOBEKa, YTOOBI

TOJIbKO HE€ 3aMEP3HYTh... Tspxeno uTh Ha 3TOM cBeTe!
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