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The European Union has considered the development of language learning to be
an important priority. In order to maintain cultural diversity, it is crucial to promote
multiculturalism with particular attention to less widely used and less taught
languages. Socrates, started as a pilot project in the 1990s and integrating some other
programs into it since then, is now offered on a regular basis as EU's main
educational scheme. At the same time, English has now become visible throughout
Europe. The spread of English as a lingua franca in Europe and the development of
bilingualism and multilingualism as the result of contact between English and other
languages are remarkable phenomena. The purpose of this paper is to provide an
up-to-date overview of the Socrates program and English education at the European
primary and secondary education level. Substantive findings are: 1) Socrates provides a
full support system for activities which have a FEuropean dimension, based on
transnational cooperation; 2) The growing number of educational projects aims at
establishing a degree of bilingualism or multilingualism with English. Most pupils learn
English as the first foreign language; 3) School education in Europe is moving toward
introducing the first foreign language early on. Promoting multilingualism and the
spread of English appear to contradict each other. In fact, however, the former, as
promoted by Socrates, will function as a supplemental policy for counterbalancing

monoculturalism brought on by the latter.
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/ COMENIUS: school education

Schoal partnership (School projects, Language projects, School development
projects) ~ Initial and in-service teacher training (Multilateral cooperation
Individual grants)  Te establishment of Comenius networks

ERASMUS: higher education

Students and teachers mobility ~” Intensive Language Preparation Courses
Intensive Programmes ~ Joint development and implementation of
curriculum ,~° ECTS ,/ Thematic Networks  Preparatory visits

< GRUNDTVIG: adult education and other education pathways

Cooperation projects / Education partnerships . Mobility for training
Grundtvig networks

LINGUA: learning European languages

The promotion of language learning .~ The development of tools
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MINERVA: information and communication technologies in education

Observation & Innovation: educational systems and policies

Joint Actions with other European programmes

\ Accompanying Measures
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Languages are an important part of our cultural heritage and it is important to raise

awareness about the value of linguistic diversity.
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Appendix = A=Y AT RIS ALBTAEF VA~ -T2 M

TITLE: Ethnic minorities in different parts of Europe

SCHOOQOL TYPE: General secondary schools

AGE OF PUPILS: 14-18 years old

PROJECT CONTENT AND ACTIVITIES: Pupils at the two schools together investigating how
the minority issue is handled in the two countries, identifying examples of good practice, and
making suggestions for improvement. They carried out research in the library and conducted
on-the-spot interviews, and wrote and staged a play on the subject.

INTEGRATION INTO THE CURRICULUM: Research in libraries and fieldwork became an integral
part of pupils’ normal course of study and placed the learned subjects into a lifelike context. The
play was rehearsed during literature and language classes, and the teaching of various subjects
was enriched by giving special attention to the project theme,

CROSS-CURRICULAR IMPACT: Work on the project encompassed history, arts and other related
fields of study.

END PRODUCT: A brochure containing the conclusions of the research in two languages, a video
recording of the play performed in the course of the exchanges.
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