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--Thus the Biblical myth is reversed, the confusion of tongues is no longer a punishment,
the subject gains access to bliss by the cohabitation of languages working side by side: the
text of pleasure is a sanctioned Babel.

Roland Barthes, The Pleasure of the Text (trans. by Richard Miller)"”
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So much has left us!
Yet in ancient Nara bloom
Eight-petaled cherries
On the nine-leaved palace grounds
Still just as fragrant today.
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As the wind prances
Frolicking the cattail leaves
Under Our-Horse Hill,
You rush to this love or that,

But how can I forget you?
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The wild hill pheasants
Drag their feet and drag their tails,
Splendid though they be,
Through this long, long weary night

Like me, lying here alone.
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If where clouds travel

West Wind would bang shut the gate
I could watch longer

The autumn-festival dance

Of the maidens of heaven.
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Pushing and eager,
I run to Little Fields beach
And see a white robe
High on the peak of Fuji
Bold there in the falling snow.
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Yes, I may yet live

Years and years in this crass world
Against my wishes,

For, if not, how I should miss

The rise of the midnight moon.
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See how last night’s storm,
Shaking down the maple leaves
From Three Cave Mountain,
Has garbed in a rich brocade
Our poor Dragon Field River!
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