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G1 How different to all this is the case as respects the civilization of modern Europel... all the
principles of social organization are found existing together within it; powers temporal, power
spiritual, the theocratic, monarchic, aristocratic, and democratic elements, all classes of
society, all the social situations, are jumbled together, and visible within it; as well as infinite
gradations of liberty, of wealth, and of influence. These various powers, too, are found here
in a state of continual struggle among themselves, without any one having sufficient force to

master the others, and take sole possession of society.(35-36)
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L, 2, ThERED ENORE| REESTLAS, HR2O45HETOEERLAELE
skl B,

F—DE2HTIRCIOF THALMHOBH W 3 R— bt THRBEATWAH, The
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G2 When we look at the civilizations which have proceded that of modern Europe,whether in
Asia or elsewhere, including even those of Greece and Rome, it is impossible not to be
struck with the unity of character which reigns among them. Each appears as though it had

emanaed from a single fact, from a single idea. One might almost assert that society was
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under the influence of one single principle, which universally prevailed and determined the

character of its institutions, its manners, its opinions—in a word, all its development.(35)
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G3 While in other civilizations the exclusive domination, or at least the excessive
preponderance of a single principle, of a single form, led to tyranny, in modern Europe the
diversity of the elements of social order, the incapability of any one to exclude the rest, gave

birth to the liberty which now prevails. The inability of the various principles to exterminate

one another compelled each to endure the others, made it necessary for them to live in

common, for them to enter into a sort of mutual understanding. Each consented to have only

that part of civilization which fell to its share. Thus, while everywhere else the predominance

of one principle has produced tyranny, the variety of elements of European civilization, and

the constant warfare in which they have been engaged, have given birth in Europe to the

liberty we prize so dearly.(39)
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(A) Each consented to have only that part of civilization which fell to its share. (B)
Thus, while everywhere else the predominance of one principle has produced tyranny, the
variety of elements of European civilization, and the constant warfare in which they have
been engaged, (C) have given birth in Europe to the liberty which we prize so dearly.
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G4..It will be recollected, that one of the first facts that struck us, was the diversity, the
separation, the independence, of the elements of ancient European society. The feudal
nobility, the clergy, and the commons, had each a position, laws, and manners, entirely
different; they formed so many distinct societies whose mode of government was
independent of each other. They were in some measure connected, and in contact, but no
real union Iexisted between them; to speak correctly, they did not from a nation—a state.

The fusion of these distinct portions of society into one is, at length, accomplished; this is
precisely the distinctive organization, the essential characteristic of modern society. The
ancient social elements are reduced to two—the government and the people; that is to say,

diversity ceased and similitude introduced union.(210)
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G5 The attempts at political organization which were formed from the twelfth to the sixteenth
centuries were of two kinds; one having for its object the predominance of one of the social
elements; sometimes the clergy, sometimes the feudal nobility, sometimes the free cities, and
making all the others subordiante to it, and by such a sacrifice to introduce unity; the other
proposed to cause all the different societies to agree and to act together, leaving to each
portion its liberty, and ensuring to each its due share of influence.(212) CT#REFH)

TROLFEOKIIL, 2 —r v "EEOBRKTNT 2/#HHO#FL L TRDNR S,

G6 I presume there is no one who is not acquainted with the nature of the States-general of
France, the Cortes of Spain and Portugal, the Parliament of England, and the States of
Germany. The elements of these various assemblies were much the same; that is to say, the
feudal nobility, the clergy, and the cities or commons, there met together and labored to
unite themeselves into one sole society, into one same state, under one same law, one same

authority. Whatever their various names, this was the tendency, the design of all.(224)
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..There is no doubt, for example, that the simultaneous development of the different social
elements has greatly contributed to make England arrive more quickly than any of the
continental states at the end and aim of all society, that is to say, the establishment of a
government at once regular and free. It is the very nature of a government to respect all the
interests, all the powers of the state, to conciliate them and make them live and prosper in
common: now such was, beforehand, and by the concurrence of a multitude of causes, the
despotism and mutual relation of the different elements of English society; and therefore, a
general and somewhat regular government had the less difficulty in establishing itself. In like

manner the essence of liberty is the simultaneous manifestation and action of every interest,

every kind of right, every force, every social element. England, therefore, had made a nearer
approach to liberty than most other states(289).92 (FHREFEH)
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evil, the insurmountable vice of absolute power, wheresoever it may exist, wheresoever name
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It is the duty, and will be, I believe, the peculiar event of our time, to acknowledge that all

power, whether intellectual or temporal, whether belonging to governments or people, to

philophers or ministers, in whatever cause it may be exercised—that all human power, I say,

bears within itself a natural vice, a principle of feebleness and abuse, which renders it
necessary that it should be limited.® (F#FE&EH)
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