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Fairy Tale Gone Across Sea
—Search for the Spread Route of the Japanese Legend
“Daughter without Hands”—

YOSHINOBU MORI
School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

The folktale “Daughter without hands” is handed down orally in various parts of Ja-
pan. The motif compositions and all story plots are similar throughout the many versions.
People in Western Europe are presumed to have brought this fairy tale into Japan in the
mid-16th century. The sailors and merchants of Portugal landed on Tanegashima and
Kagoshima first, and brought the advanced technology of Western Europe such as guns to
Japan. Missionaries of the Society of Jesus came continuously, and brought Christian
doctrine and various spiritual cultures. They narrated the fairy tale which implied relig-
ious morals to people of the southern part of Kyushu. The tale then spread to the islands
from Kagoshima to Okinawa.

Afterwards, people in Spain, Britain, France and Netherlands came to Japan, and the
center of the exchange with them moved to Hirado and Nagasaki. The fairy tale spread
widely as the activity of missionaries also spread to Chugoku, Shikoku, and the Kinki re-
gion to say nothing of Kyushu.

When Christianity became prohibited, and the limitation of trade with Western Europe
to the Netherlands, the fairy tale gradually became non-Christianized, and transformed
to a Japanese original content. It replaces Jesus, Maria, and sage Peter who appeared as
a person who catches lightning in a bottle— both hands that had been chopped off were re-

vived —, with Japanese Kobodaishi, the goddess of mercy, Jizoson, and gods of Shintoism.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
Japanese folktale (HARRGE), fairy tale (A)V\), hand (), miracle (),
daughter without hands (F7: L#), faith in pure water (HAK{E1), divine protection
(F{LDINEE), falsify of letter (FMDUEL), relationship between stepmother and —
child (RkE: - #KFBI4R)
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