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Global Warming Skepticism and Environmental Information

Tomovasu ITo*
*School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

The idea that recent global warming is attributed to elevated levels of greenhouse gas
CO; due to human activity seems to have become a consensus in the general public. How-
ever, there are also many controversial opinions against this consensus though at least
some of them seem to have a reasonable base. In this paper the skepticism on the consen-
sus is classified into five groups, in which the idea that global warming is primarily
caused, not by anthropogenic emission of CO;, but by natural processes such as variation
in solar radiation is a typical opinion.

These skeptical opinions, however, are mostly ignored by the world. Why does this
occur? There are two possible reasons. Firstly, nature of this theme has changed from a
scientific one at the beginning into a political one. Secondly, the posture of the mass—-me-
dia on environmental information tends to report only ‘bad news’, which produces a gen-
eral public opinion where any factors for global warming other than anthropogenic CO;
are completely ignored.
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