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Gender equality society and its discontents
: From viewpoints of labor and alternatives.

IkEDA MIDORI
School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

It was said that words called “the gender equality society” came to form a social tide,
about ten years ago. Perhaps the image women have for labor changed in quality during
this time. However, how will they “experience” a gender equal society in the future? How
would the unreasonableness that male society forces on women dissolve? Why is it that
many women continue to display a dim, languid, and whispered sigh in many places?

In late years some fantasies which reflect gender equality society are produced and
gather is popularity, such as comics for women. Those fantasies are produced by gaps to
be able to put between three elements, works (labor), sexual love, and approval by men.
However, a social hierarchy hides behind the fantasies at the same time.

Even with women in a socially comfortable position, there is a struggle of public do-
main and private domain within them. And, in situations where the choice of life is
pressed for, women give priority to private domains in many cases. Such a choice pre-
pares for opportunities that neutralizes women in both sides of public and private do-
main. For example, it is not an exception for “an elite woman” like a female doctor either.

On the other hand, a comparison of successful women and men on the fringe socially
appears while reorganization of work based on neo-liberalism. However, I cannot evalu-
ate those situations as gender equality advanced as yet. The reason is because men and
women belonging to same the environment and hierarchy, but are still separated by sex.

Only by the achievement of equalities of the systems in public domains, true gender
equalities can not be achieved. The reason is because “the joint participation” in the state
that many conditions around men and women are unequal brings women further ineq-
uity. Men have to listen to “sighs” brought by the choices of women which is not solved
equally in the system, reexamine own interests, and correct them.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
gender equality society (B L [FSHEL4) , labor (5718) , alternatives GEHUE) , com-
ics (for women) ((ZHfF) 23 v ), fantasy (7 7 ¥ ¥ ¥—), differences between
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B), self-subsistence (H37.1%), public domain (ZHY%HIK), private domain (FARYHH
%), evil woman (%EZ), woman medical doctor (ZPEEEHT), cardiovascular medicine
(1 B2 22EHE), reorganization of labor (7B FEEK), sigh (729 E), “supple” ([¥7
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