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A Study on the Living-life Change of Residents in a Public

Apartment Complex in a Disaster Area
—The Case of the Toyoma Apartment Complex in Iwaki, Fukushima—

NOBUKO MATSUMOTO, MIYUKI OGAWA, NAHOKO NISHIDA
School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University

Faculty of Administration & Social Sciences, Fukushima University

Abstract

This study is aimed at analyzing some fundamental changes of living-life for the elderly before
and after the earthquake in a Toyoma public housing complex in Iwaki City. This area is in the
tsunami-affected area of the Great East Japan Earthquake. For analysis, participant observation
research and a questionnaire survey of residents was conducted through group interviews with
the elderly. As a result, we had to learn about the change of living-life for the affected elderly.
Before the earthquake, three generations of family was dominant and after the earthquake
household separation occurred resulting in the fact that only the elderly have been tenants in
public housing. For the elderly, the change from owner-occupied single-family homes to apartment
houses has had a large influence. By experiencing the temporary residence, many of the elderly
were able to adapt to life in apartment buildings. However, the elderly with a low degree of
autonomy could not move. In conclusion, in emergency and reconstruction housing measures in
a disaster area, it is shown that there is a need for consideration of living-life, particularly for the

elderly.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
Living-life of the elderly (%5 #%5 3% @ fi: 41 ), Reconstruction assistance ({3 4%), Public
housing for victims (¥ %A 4:4), Temporary Housing (& 2K i% 4% ), The Great East
Japan Earthquake (H{H ARG SE)
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