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The Scenes of Goethe’s “Faust” seen in Paintings on the
Emergency notes during the Weimar period
—Issue of Paper-money as the Alchemy—

YOSHINOBU MORI

Professor Emeritus at Otsuma Women’s University

Abstract

In the Part 1 of Goethe’s “Faust”, the tragic character Gretchen was attracted by jewelry that
Faust presented. She received his present and had a sexual relationship with him. She went ahead
through the way to ruin by this deed.

In the Part 2 of Goethe’s “Faust”, the Emperor who suffered from financial difficulty, accepted
the advice of Mephistopheles and Faust. The Emperor issued paper-money as the security with
gold veins and the buried treasure deep in the ground of the Empire. On these paper-money was
signed by the Emperor himself and explicitly was written to be converted into gold. Thus the
imperial economy prospered temporarily by issue of these notes, but the order within the Empire
was disturbed, and then the civil war broke out.

The inflation that progressed in Germany during World War 1., quickened the uptrend through
the Weimar period. At this time, the prices rose sharply and the value of money declined every
day. Therefore Reichsbank (National Bank) and the local government issued additional vast money
and emergency notes of high denominations. Some Notgeld took up, as subjects of paintings, the
plot scenes concerning the money in the drama “Faust”, and painted them on the tickets.

In this paper, I presented and analyzed such quotations from “Faust” and paintings drawn on
the ticket-side. On the other hand, I checked closely the text-parts of the “Faust” in question
dealing with money. In summarizing these considerations, I wrote a short essay about the gold-
convertible paper-money and unlimited issue of the inconvertible paper-money.

Key Words (¥—7—F)
Exchanger (Wi#:%), Faust (7 7 7 A b), “Faust” ([ 7 77 2 +]), Goethe (7 — 7 ),
Gold convertible note (£ 45#2%%), Gold vein and Buried treasure (48 Ik < b v ML g £ ),
Gretchen (7L — b~ V), Issue (#EH5584T), Kaiser= Emperor (177), Mephistopheles (* 7 1
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