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One of her [Florence] jobs was to tidy the green room, and one afternoon she saw in
a waste-paper basket some pencilled performance notes discarded by the Amadeus
Quartet. The hand was loopy and faint, barely legible, and concerned the opening move-
ment of the Schubert Quartet No. 15. It thrilled her to decipher finally the words, ‘At B

attack!” (On Chesil Beach, p. 42)
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On Chesil Beach \CH$ 5 <F 2 —7 v OAIfE/ — b 1
(Harry Ransom Center $&{lt : http://www.hre.utexas.edu/press/releases/2014/imc.html)

RGeS
had pounded and sifted
? for the man could tell
[An novella!] Chesil Beach. The pebbles, gradually in
hundred thousand years of storm. grew larger
towards the west, so that an expert could tell at
a glance from the size of the shingle exactly where
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he was. Or so the story went.*

The important re-written are:

to expand Florences part in chapter 2, her first sexual

The awkwardness with her father. The events — she did

not have to put them out of mind they simply do not come to
her®

How did they meet: why were they timid?

To a modern reader it must seem incomprehensible, beyond belief, that

a man and woman who knew each other well could be so constrained.®

A young woman ‘kept herself’ for her husband.

And young men, a significant majority, knew in their heads
therefore that to enjoy lovemaking with a girl, they would have

to marry her. At the time, of appeared(?) of low prices, only a fool
would not pay. And it was a matter of duty. Of becoming adult.
It was well known by some — only homosexuals did not marry.

The pill had barely arrived. No one he knew, she knew,
was taking it yet.

The friends (girls) who suddenly disappeared from view in
Henley. The shame, in their quarters, still runs deep. The
ancient connection to an old line about ‘ruin’ was

still a factor.

They may have been 18 years olds who were at

their ease among women, and knew how to put them

at their ease, and who knew the first moves in love making
and all the in? ? ? of dating, but E had dare(?) met

them. All his friends were in terror of father. They knew the
first girl they loved would be the one they married.

when

meanwhile, excitable groups of men...

[Stanford]*
Christianity — its totalitarian moment has passed.”

(Now it all it can do is pretend to be kind)
(and becomes kind in doing so, because ? it affords
a kinder sort)
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Islam still longs for its moment. An old, deeply
Human dream of perfectibility.

[Stanford]: what is the Islamic equivalence of
apocalypse, and End of Days?]

Christianity is long totalitarian moment (in Europe —)*

Find profile of Norman Cohn*
Find i search Islam prophecy

According to Hannah Arendt in The Origin of Totalitarianism (1951)¢ — even

in Nazi Germany not all areas of life could be controlled by the dominant
ideology. Totalitarianism is a tendency, a dream like aspiration and ideal —
which is why it ends up killing so many people — furious that it

cannot subdue and systematize human nature messy human nature — only
in death can ? myths dreams be fulfilled
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a glance from the size of the shingle exactly where ‘f:—.;-’
he was. Or so the story went. [A EFHX A] M o

TF =T D7 xvyTH A+ (http://www.ianmcewan.com) IHAEHAR 2 &, F= ¥
Ve E=FRBEANBORH L B NNED A A =V TREL B0, Bfntaz LcpHol
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LS AR E L (Chissing) 2L TTHWB, 9Fa—T YER—VD ERIZOEFEHLD
&£ 912, ‘had pounded and sifted ? for the man could tell’ &FEHDEEXL TS, FxVI)b s E—
F & R THBRHNCZ I AR ESEC LD TH A, ‘pound’ I Y725 &THY,
‘sifted” RNADBHWIZEDDDH>THION TN T ETH B, MTAEIC I > THETIIRS
Wehs TR ] ThhIE, HENFLRSNB/NMESBERSEHICHFESNEAMTHAS, vF2—
TR AEREXADOUTFTOX IZWEEH THL,

He [Edward] had read aloud to Florence from a guidebook that said that thousands of
years of pounding storms had sifted and graded the size of pebbles along the eighteen
miles of beach, with the bigger stones at the eastern end. The legend was that local
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fishermen landing at night knew exactly where they were by the grade of shingle.
(On Chesil Beach, p.19)

[N HREMICITCIEERELDE] EH-T, #ARNT v 7 ITEPNTHEIEHTHS, K
13, *RF2—TICERERLTEOVIRBWWNAGEF 2V s E=FDSFEI - 727cHIT ‘pebble
nicker’ EWH VLI IMABRELAL L THEICHEINTLUE - 72, HiIZZ /N ELOBRTIC
BRI 0N, Boulkl Liid/hNsHOAEREHOAZ LI TR L0 IEMIZHE L T,
WiE, bLDTBEEHNAS KT v 7ITEPNTOE I ENARYBONEIP DL ELT, AORES
LR ONEMRE TN T OO bRINE L,

WU AEHEE AL, [Annovella] EEVFENH B, FF/NRIZL XD &0 5 ERD, »
BORAID» SEMd 72 EBb B, On Chesil Beach 13<F 2 —7 1T & > Tld 11 FHD/NRET
HBM, WHEEETINHE/NRE L TIE, The Cement Garden (1978), The Comfort of Strang-
ers (1981), Amsterdam (2T A4 FEHODIEM E RS The Scotsman 12 THH/NG] 1220 T
RD &5 185wmaFndH 5o

A novella is a deceptively simple form: it makes far more demands on the writer than a
full-length novel. The perfect novella should be read in two to four hours — the same
length as a movie or play — and the author has to hold the reader’s attention from start
to finish. There can be no room for digression. Nor can the writer indulge himself and
spend 50 pages on one scene. Authors have to give space to their characters to breathe
— but not too little space, otherwise the characters don’t come alive on the page.’

SEEEL W/ NI L] & [R] U & 51T 2 BRI & 4 BRI CTE AL o iThidm o iiu L, fEEE
RO ORBE THBEOEREELZ DI TELBITAEE LB L, 2%, Ef/NitLy &by
BHENPN B DT, INRKEBITBER R — D 2B DI HF/NITERBEH VS 2 &1
Vo RMELTOF 2V E—F, BORKWRBRNEZH T2 N7 —F, ThExBiici
DELESERHTI2 70—V RARXELTREDOETMN S, T« ¥— 1T 50 R— VL RE#n
TRV NENLIIV—=IVIF T O/NHTRAELZIZTFONT WS, Kihs [Zhb 2 ER3H-TIE
o] EHBH, TRY—ROREl~—Y 3 ) —0fiFE fragmentalism’ (KL T, X
47Oy bDOHNIIMADOIMAEZFE TS EEZFIEZTHLDOTHEM, ANE) — + %
BEIEZDEEI TN LOFE AN >TWE LI THD, DI EbHMERD TG I &
129 5%,

R AEFEE AIZ ‘Chesil Beach’ &&» 20, ZHIZ/NHD Y A bV ELTHEMNEZ TR
TIRBL, BlHeF 2V e E=FIITEENIERTHD I EBROA VI E2—Thhb,

‘I didn’t decide [on the title] until the end, actually, and at that point on the computer I
just called it “Seaside Novella” or something bland like that. Maybe I just called it
“Short Novel”, I can’'t remember. But inevitably, once I did call it that, I thought back
that maybe it is a sort of resumption. I don’t think the novel would have made any sense
if it had been set in a little hotel in the Midlands, or inland anywhere. It had to be on the

sea.”
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The important re-written are:

to expand Florences part in chapter 2, her first sexual

The awkwardness with her father. The events — she did

not have to put them out of mind they simply do not come to
her [X E#X B]

TFL—T VRO ETNRONMKEH ZBEEZITVWEIENEZL S, 1 HEIFTILVTORES
OBWTHD L, 2EIIBOVTEHI RV —REFETo—Lr 20E0ALE RN TS, 2
72, [RLCEELMEXS | TR —FREE-TTa—L v Z0EAE MR DRI EMTH B,
FHETHHEED S GO SO AN, [BRbD ] ELTOEHEKE LR SNT
W7o, SpERET 5 51, HNEREZT T I EETF 2 —T VEIKODALTL S
(On Chesil Beach, .99, L/ L, T RU—REZhEZH2MbHE0, BHOLO [HofNAsA] %
SEBBREFLETHICTERWFRIZE SDE XS THE 2 EWNEDOBIHTRO L H IZEIN T 5,

They were young, educated, and both virgins on this, their wedding night, and they
lived in a time when a conversation about sexual difficulties was plainly impossible.
(On Chesil Beach, p.3)

AEHECILEHBEHIC, BIOFREFICE->TRELSNAVLEE S BHICBL TIESh T
% (‘constrained) D TH 5, /Nl DR EIF 1962 4, Philip Larkin OFFIc b H 5 & 5 i
[F+ 5 U A RAOEBA] OMBETEMDIREE &5 5 72 1960 4£ &, ‘sexual intercourse’ MR E %
1963 AEDRNTALE U7z, PRICBT 2 OB S —FBL > TRl Thd 5, AlfE/ — F %R
L5 B 51T, WIBUANCHERARER S Z SIXMENTH D, BT PR TE A,
T BENSKREC BRI O I SR EBIBINERS B L7 TR FBEEIAE -
< ‘Henley' &7 { THEMZHE > 7D THOWM (ruin’) FiFah#@ahr-7, LML, =F
J—RETo—VL U ZhoThE, HARBRIHEShTOSE LR —-EEA NPT, v F2—
TrREDOIIIEOKE OIS LT ESHF Y X MBI EEEZ T, X EHE
D, EIZBOTHFY X MEMBZOBLICBOTAZMET 22K ERELML 2 00D - 72 LIEHH
LTWb, ZNENAFTEHDIZ, A EFEXFITH 3 Norman Cohn @ The Pursuit of the Mil-
lennium (1957), X 512 A E#H X G I1ZdH % Hannah Arendt ® The Origin of Totalitarianism
(1948) 2L LT F 2 —T VIIHASICHE LD TH 5, PHOTELMF Y X MEFIZT KT —
FARFETHIEL T2 EMSET, TEhiEsnifmecHEscns B> Tk,

That summer, after finals, his interest was in a fanatical medieval cults and their
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wild, psychotic leaders, who regularly proclaimed themselves the Messiah. For the sec-
ond time in a year he was reading Norman Cohn’s The Pursuit of the Millennium. Driven
by notions of the Apocalypse from the Book of Revelation and the Book of Daniel, con-
vinced the Pope was Anti-Christ and that the end of the world was nearing and only the
pure world be saved, rabbles in their thousands would sweep through the German coun-
tryside, going from town to town, massacring Jews whenever they could find them, as
well as priests, and sometimes the rich. Then the authorities would violently suppress
the movement, and another sect would spring up elsewhere a few years later. From
within the dullness and safety of his existence, Edward read of these recurrent bouts of
unreason with horrified fascination, grateful to live in a time when religion had gener-
ally faded into insignificance. He was wondering whether to apply for a doctorate, if his
degree was good enough. This medieval madness could be his subject.
(On Chesil Beach, pp. 44-45)

Norman Cohn @ The Pursuit of the Millennium (3 Z DFEIZEH 5 L H I, HLRWBFY X b
HBoIL=7 L BH, 2F0FHIZBIE2ELOAXDOH 2O LWEEREEEZ o &L BRI,
COMDEDDIZERETS 2 &Itk > TR MoRIZETFNEDL S 0 I LIMERZAAE
AR 72 bDTH b, [T DORME (rabbles) /b KA Y OHIIPLFRE TS VY AER
LTV ] EWIIEDRH B, <Fa—T B F V)b e E—FD/NG (‘pebbles) &Rz & &
2, SO EEMBMLICEZZONBNIEAI D, T RT—RIE, 0K BIEGFHE—ED L
EZ oL ULBBL bEENToNTHALNS EHENEITR LIARICEETOTEL -] &
BoTWAEM, RILTZEIRDKEAI I, FEF, TRIY—Fb7o—-VL 2, FiOELGNE
FURIEPEICEHT 2 HEOERBICREELEZ TH O 2B > TWE I EEZASBODTH 5,

4 T FI9—F&7u—LYZ2OW R EEL X

THR/NRTH B0 2T, RENICAR—ZDONTRARROMEEMS 7cdTHAHI D, <F2—
T URLRT7—RETE—LURAERGOSDELTHELTNSE, T RT—FOAENE -7
HIEHOEEN Henley T, 70—V v RIEHEHNREZ 2F>2  OFEMNEL Oxford TH
B RIFE—= MV EFA, 37 5y 7ITHEBRBED, RIS EBEORIEIZE - 72h,
TRIDEOBERERIEIZE > T b, HOBIT—E b it bt T2 P e 2 &idimng, ik
ORI EOWITHEMERFE2ITT-> T3 L, TRT7—REDTF=ZDORAITBLTE TR T
Hotee, 70—V UV ZAORBBHEBEFEETIRENAMNAEDLT I EELBORTTOEETHZ 3, =
RT—FOR#l<—Y 3 =3P LEDbL->TOE, HLRICODVWTRELZRDTHLUEL I EITT 5,
FARACANOHIT—FEELOE, T F7—FHO [FER] 270—-L Y& [#LE]
ERBMIETNEIETH S, ROFIHE, FEREEFIRALOZ R —FBFE 2 THAD LS ITRES
EADIGHTH D, KEORKE N NTIVREBY ZHNTND LR S —HOB BT,
RADSICECARTHIBIREL, LREOBIZLBADNTINE, BRZOF THSOMS e
DD SIDTHA I, NS THIVIMAT, VOB RFETROUDDOMRITE > Thizno
W ROHHEHA P ST THEIFZOT, HOMRSEITET LITRATEHRTLE - 7%,
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Edward did not stop to think about it. As he strode after the couple, he heard Harold call
out something like a ‘no’ or a ‘don’t’, but that was just the kind of entreaty he was now
deaf to. He was back in that dream. He would have found it difficult to describe his
state: his anger had lifted itself and spiraled into a kind of ecstasy. With his right hand
he gripped the man’s shoulder and spun him round, and with his left, took him by the
throat and pushed him back against a wall. The man’s head clunked satisfyingly against
a cast iron drainpipe. Still clenching his throat, Edward hit him in the face, just once, but
very hard, with a closed fist. Then he went back to help Mather find his glasses, one lens
of which was cracked. They walked on, leaving the fellow sitting on the pavement, both
hands covering his face, while his girlfriend fussed over him.
(On Chesil Beach, pp. 93-94.)

MAD XL BH#RITE35 )T NI — REHPD TR NIV NI 2 - T, TO®%RE &8
HIZHB->TLE D COFEMHRALDOE >MIMNHNIEL KT — FIFHIAD K 5 IR 58
FAEWHIRMT 52 LT B,

TO—VUABEEELTOBELSERBL TS 206, FzV)be E—FilhokLx
KA T 2BOBEEE2FAF 7= VERSIBHTH A S, WKIF/NEOEEL SN 14~
EEoTHT, ATREENERBICEONTREFADMMBRLENL - T, LTIy —FbOTO
b0 V7TV I BEPBEEDOANEDLETHY, LLLEFHOMATEHESLHELTHE NS, Th
REOWEFEZM ERLOLFAF U r— VAR T EAILBELOBLINH 5, &I A,
Tu—L Yy APRR5s EHITKRT > BDITRO LD IZEZ B,

She found herself asking, ‘Is it a nightingale?’

‘It's a blackbird.

‘At night?” She could not conceal her disappointment.

‘It must be a prime site. The poor fellow’s having to work hard.” Then he added,
‘Like me.’ (On Chesil Beach, p. 152.)

TSy e N=RREA VTS5 FTRESANPIZET, BEFEGFAF 75— VERNRTHEZA
FEELLRAT L, TRY—FEE#RNIC T -V U2 E#E T RFRTHBEHS%, 2L T
TRfFEME/ | B2 bHMLTWS, C0h&, HHOoBMEAEMIZTER WK, 4 v
JR2T = FTHEHLLTWE _ANOAMEZETH L RFHEEEZIEEGVITHLT, [£HVDATK
LREWSIZONT G EDRBL, b EbDONL =V EENEENDTH - T, oAb &
[l Uk iTtEnd 5 S EIE 2L 5 DI N ] EF5, [RAMFEFO LS WAER] i ®
7 — NIRRT 5.

He took a step towards her, with the hand gripping the stone raised, then he spun
around and in his frustration hurled it towards the sea. Even before it landed, just short
of the water’s edge, he wheeled to face her again. ‘You tricked me. Actually, you're a
fraud. And I know exactly what else you are. Do you know what you are? You're frigid,
that's what. Completely frigid. But you thought you needed a husband, and I was the
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first bloody idiot who came along.’ (On Chesil Beach, p. 156)

FLTROIIBHELTAHAZIED LOTFEWRLOWITIRO NS T, Z LT, ME>X] BoF
LG, B-oTRWIRL [ABE] LWHFELZTo— LV RIRTINT %, BADDLAETET
13, BRBELTETRENIRNEBEBELTNT, BLITELTEA/RLEE > ThWico U —
FThrM, FH2THHOTHAEZLBD DHBEITR 1P DIIBHESDTH S, IHICFX
i, O Ay TaF v AEZRZE ) EHEEH LT b TORELNEF Y X MEITHA S, &
NEBWBF 2 VI e E=FITN 1D HZ WD TH->T, b L7a—Lr ZANMELUINDET
TV, £OBOBM - THA I, T RT— FIIFULIREE LT = V)b s E—FIAL
DI EILE s THEGWNB I LT L2 BBICELNLDOTH B, vF 2—T Vi3, MTAEE ORHZ
THBO/NAIZFH BT 2RI AR EZBRANEBIERE WS [TEL] 2R T0W72DTHA S,

5 Ble—C a3V —0{fE

I K7 — RKiZACH®D Lionel Mayhew 75 140D & X2 IZWD TREBIO <~ — Y 3 V) —EHIZ RS
ER-TWB I EEWMLENS, [ LL] EWIHIERLB EOIEL S, -0kt &KL
Tz, M5 o & &, BRTHREEZFF > TOL R IEE 2Tl e gk#lo N 7IiciEEH L
{3823 DTH B, YUK, MKRIFEET LI ENTET, BREM LTI -IFST, Ny F
DY—=YbEVHEHBROBZONEI LR AT, WEATHIEENZRET ) M7z, K
FHAfiCIc D, TBEICEA A0 T3 [Tuv 27 b Thote, TARBKEEGN T E
REEBMN<T =V a ) —RIEFETHE LI SLDETIONMEE LL, FOOBOETL/NRIZE
LZOREHBDODEIATIHLEEDTOEIONIDORE~—Y 3 ) —OERDOTH %,

And in order to keep the bad moments to a minimum, and not alarm that scrap of her
former consciousness, Lionel and the children colluded in the make-believe. At the be-
ginning of meals, she might lift her face from contemplating her husband’s efforts and
say sweetly as she brushed the straggly hair from her face, ‘I do hope you enjoy this.
It’s something new I wanted to try.’

It was always something old, for Lionel’s repertoire was narrow, but no one contra-
dicted her, and ritually, at the end of every meal, the children and their father would
thank her. It was a form of make-believe that was comforting for them all. When
Marjorie announced that she was making a shopping list for Watlington market, or that
she had more sheets to iron than she could begin to count, a parallel world of bright
normality appeared within reach of whole family. But the fantasy could be sustained
only if it was not discussed. They grew up inside it, neutrally inhabiting its absurdities
because they were never defined. (On Chesil Beach, pp. 67-68)

KEIPEB Y BREHMBE N T, =—J a3V =0 [MOE-TL0ELE | 55 &,
HEZNITEFEEABZI DT, ZHOVSKBHOSPLRW [BHLE] ORMATTHHAZBIIE -
T&fe, EMR T8 LL] EEDLRVDT, FHADEHREICEOITHICK->TE/DTH 5,
WO BEBELAITIEAEZTHATHSIDREN S TH 72, KEDBEH TRV AET 2 EE2M =
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On Chesil Beach

They (Name and reason) ¥ were young, educated, both virgins on their wedding night,

they lived in a time when intimate conversation between men and women about sexual

matters was difficult (of course, it is never easy), and about sexual problems, plainly
near impossible. Their wedding near Winchester had preceded smoothly, the service
Anglican (and decorous) the reception jolly. The send off mildly raucous and good-
willed. They had arrived at a country hotel on the south Dorset coast in weather that
was not perfect for June or the

? but nor was it
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hoped. They ate in their.....
? balcony anda? ..... On Chesil Beach
its infinite pebbles. She.....
June — an English rose..... I* draft
dreamy nature at all, ..... o
Whether ? she was a......

was not she was though ...
had studied the ? cooking .....

The man with whom she stayed had to ? wryly ? ? had business ?

? awful, something rotten.

His fame ? ? ?, he gazed at ? for what was to be
the last time
Bends in the third.'
Elements: she looked — / he looked
On her ? — ?. its meaning motherly ? him (prim opening

the gift from his son) ? ? its ? ?, not its true meaning
Years later — how cross he had been, to take her at word, so literally.’

Hers was of an expression of fear, not a statement of mental policy

As her needed to suggest ? there was no hurry, they loved each other.

They are nothing else mattered that they could hold each other, tenderly all
night, nothing now needed to happen (he himself would have been a little
relieved). The consequences of their inability to talk ...

leaping away from one another. Stifling silence. Couldn’t wait to be

out of each other’s company in order to consider this development done.
Wistful — that’s all the arrangements undone: her father’s business,
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On Chesil Beach had me sympathizing with Edward and Florence equally, but my wife sided
with Florence. Did you want the reader to side with one or the other?
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Absolutely not. The narrative really tries to be compassionate toward them both and
ascribe no blame to either.’
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The beach, that unique spit of shingle which runs between the Fleet Lagoon and the
Channel, immediately seems emblematic of several things: of this moment of certainty in
lives that might never again seem certain; of the path that they have just embarked on
together, a path which, like all married couples in love they believe they will be making
new; but also of a romance that has taken place between the devil of Middle English
rectitude and the deep blue sea of the coming sexual revolution.®
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The “infinite shingle” of Chesil Beach has become the backdrop to solitude rather than
communion. ... “What stood in their way?” asks the narrator, “Their personalities and
pasts, their ignorance and fear, timidity, squeamishness, lack of entitlement or experi-
ence, then the tail end of a religious prohibition, their Englishness and class, and history
itself.”
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It is proof that no life is completely private or shut off from the world, that we can be
victims of ourselves and, if we're unlucky, our historical moment, too.?
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