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This was the point he would stick to through thick and thin; it made them feel they
knew better, gave credence to the rest of his information. “They will want to deduce in
spite of you, Control had said. “‘We must give them the material and remain skeptical to
their conclusions. Rely on their intelligence and conceit, on their suspicion of one an-
other — that’s what we must do.”
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And this frown has not quite disappeared when he hears the soft Welsh voice he is
praying uselessly not to hear:

‘Well, Paul. Quite a coincidence, I will say. Not what either of us was led to expect,
was it?’

But though the words came smashing into Kit’s head like a many bullets, Jeb must in
reality have spoken them quietly, ... *
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“..You'll give it me straight, exactly the way you see it. The cool view, through the
old pro which I am to believe you to be. Are you hearing me?’

‘Perfectly, Minister. I hear you and I understand exactly what you are saying’ — his
own voice, speaking to him from a distant cloud. ‘Have you got any Pauls in your
family?’

‘I'm sorry, Minister?’

‘Jesus Christ! It’s a simple enough question, isn’t it? Is any man in your family named
Paul? Yes or no. Brothers, father, what do I know?’

‘None. Not a Paul in sight, I'm afraid.”®
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It surprised no one very much when they put Leamas on the shelf. In the main, they
said, Berlin had been a failure for years, and someone had to take the rap.! (F#EZEE)

TOoDOXOHITEET T ODEMEBRNEZIFONEDT, WLWHITHEERIZIL « Z LTINS D)
MERTE B, HOBHEBIZSWT, Frederic Raphael 13KD & 5 Icib XT3,

In the clever process, he stretches his thrills with mixed clichés, idiosyncratic phrases

(can people “Go faint at knees”?) and witless dialogue whaleboned with “he retorted
stiffly” and the like” (TF#4E%)

[T 7 U] EVWDEIBERTHAIM, 77 7TV« HLUNIDOEAHIT ‘go
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‘Scotch in the library as soon as you've powdered your nose,” Kit announced from the

doorway. ‘Stroll before supper if you're up for it. Easier to talk when the girls
aren’t around, he added awkwardly. ‘And watch out for the shower: it’s a bit of a hot

number.”® (FHEE)
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Tension is maintained not only by the natural pull of the plot — the what’s-going-
happen essential to any thriller — but by Le Carré’s skillful layering. ... Few do it well
and fewer still can do it, as le Carré does, with touches of humour: ... " CF#EE)
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In the gardens of the cottages, daffodils, tulips, forsythia and peach blossom raise
their heads to the blue sky. From the church tower flies the black-and-white flag of
Cornwall

Bhica—22 4 =LKL F 2=V v THREHENTEENPLELVERTH A S, &I A
2, JEICIE B LR REHIET B,

They tramped through the drenched walled garden, Kit flourishing an old ash walking
stick, Sheba at his heels and Toby struggling after them in a pair of borrowed
wellingtons that were too big for him. They followed a towpath lined with bluebells and
crossed a rickety bridge marked DANGER. A granite stile gave on to the open hillside.
As they climbed, a west wind blew fine rain into their faces. There was a bench on the
hilltop, but it was too wet to sit on, so they stood partly facing each other, eyes half

closed against the rain.’
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‘We have facilities here for people, who ... for people who are spending some time
with us. Facilities for diversion and so on.

‘Are you offering me a woman?’ he asked.

‘Yes.

‘No, thank you. Unlike you, I haven’t reached the stage where I need a pimp.
Fiedler seemed indifferent to his reply. He went on quickly.

‘But you had a woman in England, didn’t you — the girl in the library?’

Leamas turned on him, his hands open at his sides.

‘One thing!” he shouted. ‘Just that one thing — don’t ever mention that again, not as
a joke, not as a threat, not even to turn the screws, Fiedler, because it won’t work, not
ever; I'd dry up, d'you see, you'd never get another bloody word from me as long as I
lived. Tell that to them, Fiedler, to Mundt and Stammberger or whichever little alley-cat
told you to say it — tell them what I said’

T1I tell them,” Fiedler replied; Tl tell them. It may be too late."

T4 —FI=moManamhonilid, V—<Z2or K OREETEHOTH . EXIZ
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After further cogitation he descends to the lobby and shares his concerns with the con-
cierge. MHave there been any signs of life from the suite? @Has the minister ordered

room service, sent down for aspirin or — since Quinn is a notoriously hypochondriac —

for a doctor?

The concierge is bewildered:

‘But Monsieur le Minstre left the hotel in his limousine two hours ago, he exclaims,
in haughty Belgian French.

Now Toby is bewildered. @Quinn’s limousine? He hasn’t got one. The only limousine

on offer is the ambassador’s Rolls, which Toby has cancelled on Quinn’s behalf.
Or did Quinn keep his embassy dinner engagement after all? The Concierge pre-

sumes to correct him. @The limousine was not a Rolls-Royce, monsieur. It was a Citroen

sedan and the chauffeur was known personally to concierge.

®Then kindly describe to me exactly what took place — pressing twenty euros into

the concierge’s waiting hand.

©®‘Most willingly, monsieur. The black Citroen pulled up at the front door at the

same time as Monsieur le Minstre emerged from the centre lift. One suspects Monsieur
le Minstre was advised by telephone of his car’s imminent arrival. The two gentlemen
greeted each other in the lobby, got into the car and rode away." (F#%E)
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Toby peered round for the pretty waitress and, through the café doorway, saw her
leaning over the counter, flirting with the waiter.

She gave him a lovely smile and came trotting out to him, still flirting.

(DSeven pounds, please. He gave her ten.

He stood on the kerb, watching the happy world brush past him.
@Turn left for the Foreign Office, I'm on my way to prison. Turn right to Islington,

I go home to a blessedly empty flat. But already, in the brightness of the morning, he

was striding purposefully down Whitehall.
(®‘Back again, Mr Bell? They must be running you ragged, said the senior guard,
who liked chat.” (FHEEH)
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O‘How the hell did he know you were staying there? Toby interrupted in subdued

bewilderment, ...

‘Bugger stalked me,” he said proudly. ‘Don’t ask me how. All the way from here to

London. Saw me board the train in Bodmin, rode on it himself. Stalked me to the

Connaught, stalked me to my club. Stealth, ...

The club bedroom boasts a school bedstead, ...

@'Take your jacket off, please, Paul. How drunk are you?

Kit manages ‘not very’. The Paul discomforts him but he takes his jacket off any-
way. ...

@Kit stoically recounts what happened next:

@‘'Bang. Head against the doorpost. Red sky at night. “What were you getting out
of it, Paul?” What d’'you mean? I say. “Money, what d'you think I mean?” Not a bloody
bean, I told him. You've got the wrong man. Bang. “What was your share of the bounty,
Paul?” Bang. 1 was angry with him by then. He'd got my arm in this bloody horrible
twist. If you go on doing that, I said, you'll break my fucking arm, and neither of us will
be any the wiser. I've told you everything I know, so leave me alone." (F#&E#)
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(D‘So I'm going down the outside staircase. ... @And there’s six armed men on the

rocks below me, four flat on their bellies and two kneeling, plus two more back in the

inflatable behind them. And they're all in their firing positions, every one of them, si-

lenced semis at the ready. And underneath me — right under my feet here — there’s this

scrabbling noise like a big rat. And then a little shriek to go with it, like. Not a loud

shriek. More pressed in, like it was too scared to speak. ... Those two bodies were on the

inflatable and back to the mother ship faster than ever Punter would have been. And
Elliot’s boys along with them, all eight, no stragglers.’
@ The two men are staring at one another across the bedside table, just as Toby is

staring at Kit now, Kit’s rigid face lit not by the glow of the London night but by the
firelight in the stable.

@‘Did Elliot lead the sea party?’ Kit asks Jeb.

Jeb shakes his head. ‘Not American, see, Paul. Not immune. Not exceptional. Elliot

stays home with the mother ship.
®'So why did the men fire?’ Toby asked at last.
‘You think I didn’t bloody ask him?’ Kit flared.
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‘I'm sure you did. What did he say?’
It took several deep breaths for Kit to come up with a version of Jeb’s answer.
‘Self-defence,” he snapped.”
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Le Carré has attracted a lot of interest on film recently, with Tomas Alfredson’s magnifi-
cent Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy and Anton Corbijn’s forthcoming A Most Wanted Man.
Those experiences may have affected the new novel’s strikingly fluid chronology, which
blurs expertly between two periods of 2008 and one in 2011, though rarely in calendar
order. However, it seems typical of Le Carré’s literary integrity that, in other ways, the
book defies filming, turning on a trick almost impossible to achieve on screen, in which
the same character appears under two different identities without the doubling being
rumbled until storyteller chooses.” (F#$EH)
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Back in 1963, in “The Spy Who Came In From the Cold,” we watched that novel’s stray
cat, Liz Gold, die on the Berlin Wall. A shame, yes, but in the grand scheme of things an
acceptable loss. Fifty years later, “A Delicate Truth” suggests that even little Liz Gold

would be too much of a sacrifice.”
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The Spy Who Came in from the Cold, p. 89.
A Delicate Truth, p. 142.
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O

(185) — 20—



17

A Delicate Truth \IZE8F 5V « 7L DFEDIZTDONT

‘Very British features’.

A Delicate Truth, p. 177.

‘A Delicate Truth, by John le Carré — review'.
A Delicate Truth, p. 134.

1bd., p. 179.

The Spy Who Came in from the Cold, pp. 129-130.
A Delicate Truth, p. 68.
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A Delicate Truth, p. 106.

1bid., pp. 183-185.

1bd., pp. 191-192.

‘A Delicate Truth by John le Carré — review’.
‘Le Carré’s Latest’.
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