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The disinhibition by power and “Kantian imperative”:

The effect of power priming on interventional decision

in the loop dilemma situation and altruistic morality.

Tomohiro Kumagai

Abstract

By using two types of moral dilemma (loop dilemma and trolley dilemma) following
three issues were examined: (1)Is interventional inertia caused by Kantian imperative?
(2)Does power priming disinhibit interventional inertia and increase rational decision?
(3) Are sense of responsibility and self-sacrifice attitude in moral dilemma situation caused
by altruistic morality enhanced by power priming? Respondents conducted word searching
task which asked to find power related words, then asked to imagine a situation in which
they were in a powerful position. Next, they read scenarios which described the trolley
dilemma or the loop dilemma and answered a series of questions concerning moral decision.
As a result, interventional inertia was stronger in the loop dilemma than in the trolley di-
lemma. The number of decision to intervene was increased by power priming only when the
participants were in the loop dilemma. And power priming enhanced the sense of responsi-
bility and self-sacrifice tendency. The adaptive merit of disinhibition by power was dis-
cussed.

Keywords: Moral dilemma, power, invention inertia, disinhibition, Kantian imperative
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