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Flatland July 24 1867
Our Dear Mrs. Vanarsdale
We have arrived here last Friday noon. Dr. Ferris he was very busy that day therefore his son
brought us to here. We think this place is very nice for spend summer. Last Friday and
Saturday was very rainy days. We could not go out much. We have been church last Sun-
day. Sing and music look us very difference we like better Brunswick churches. We have
visited your friends last Monday evening. We saw Miss Bergen. We could not go to Miss
Tuna. They are all very well. We are going again to Miss Tuna’s home. Mr. Brett and Mr.
Ferris, they wish we shall spend all our vacation in here. But we wish quick go home we
shall intend to go home from this Saturday perhaps next week we should like to go home as
soon to possible. We have purposed to write you long letter. But we can not write in English
a long letter. We shall tell you after get home. We write a great many improper you would
not understand well
Yours very truly
S. Ise

S.Numagawa
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Stone Ridge Aug.25 1869
Mrs. Van Arsdale
My dear Madam

I intended to write you but could not until today; I hope you will pardon me. I have
received a letter from my brother three weeks ago, which he sent from the Pacific ocean. He
said that he left San Francisco on the 3" of July and the steamer met a returning steamer in
the Ocean, on the 12" of the same month, so he sent a letter to me. If no accident occurs he
is now in Japan. He said his illness is a little better, but since he left San Francisco for a few
days the weather was very cold the thermometer about 30 or 32 degree so he had to cough
very much. I am very anxious every day about him, but I think no doubt he reached Japan
at the end of last month. I am expecting a letter from him this week or next which he will
have sent from Yokohama. If you have received a letter from him please you will reach some
of my friends in New Brunswick then they will send it to me. A few weeks ago I had a letter
from Kusakabe. I am very sorry that his health is not very good so that he could not stay at
Lake George, but he came back to New York and is now staying at Flatbush Academy. I
think it better that he stays there at present. This vacation we had very cool weather. It is
a very pleasant for me indeed, and I am studying every day with Mr. Hashiousk. I think I
shall go back to New Brunswick the middle of next month. I shall be glad soon to see you
again. My brother his kind regard for all of you

Yours very truly,
Sataro Ise
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Nagasaki,
Sept. 18"/69
My Dear Madam,

I was desirous of writing you before but I have been very busy with companion and
besides doctor does not allow me to write letters, and pardon me having neglected to write
you till now.

Since I left you my health is about the same, I went to my home (Higo) lately and came
back again to Nagasaki a few days ago for here is more convenient for the sickmen, I expect
to stay here sometime. I was at home only few days, the family wanted me to stay a little
longer but I had some business in Nagasaki and I could not stay any longer. I felt too tired
for I had so many visit from friends when I have arrived to home. My mother sends her best
kind regard to you and many thanks for your beautiful present.

I have seen Mr. and Mrs. Stout several times since I came here. They are both very well
indeed.

I am sorry that I could not write to you before. I promised to write to Mrs. Romeyn and
many friends there but I am not able to write at once. Please give my kind regard to Mrs.
Romeyn and tell her that I shall try to write soon. The doctor did not like to write this letter
but I told him I must write a letter to my American home, and I had permission to write a
very short letter. I often think about New Brunswick and hope that I shall be able to go
America and to see you again. I am quite anxious to here from you and hope you will write
to me soon. Remember me to all the family.

In haste
Believe me,

S. Numagawa
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U.S. Naval Academy
Annapolis Md.
Jan. 15" 1870,
Mrs. Van Arsdale
My dear Madam,

I received your kind letter from my friends a few days ago, and I was much pleased to
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hear from you and glad that you were all well. I intended to write you as soon as I arrived
here, but I have been so busy since then that I could not write until today. I hope you will
pardon me for having neglected to write you before.

Last Saturday night I was quite surprised by the unexpected arrival of two of my
friends. I was very glad to see them, and I was very much pleased to hear from my home.
My two friends Tuda and Hayashi were going to England, but since they come to this coun-
try they want to stay here, so they do not intend to go to England, and they will study in
New Brunswick. I think it is better for them. I am sorry that they can not speak English well
so I feel they will give much trouble to you, I hope you will be kind enough to take care of
them.

I received the letter from my brother a week ago. He said that he had somewhat recov-
ered from his illness, and he sent his likeness to me. I think he had improved a little since he
has been in this country, I was very anxious about him, and I am very glad to hear that he
is better.

Since we came to the Naval Academy all the professors and also midshipmen have been
very kind to us, so I feel quite contented. We are studying separately at present because we
are so much behind the rest of the class, we want to catch up with the class by the next term,
if it is possible.

I am working very hard now, and I hope I shall complete the course of study during the
four years.

I wish very much to write a long letter but I can not do it for I am too much occupied
with my studies.

Please give my kind regards to Mrs. Romeyn also Mrs. Rackuell and all of your family,

Yours very truly,
Ise Sataro
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® MHLAFERPST 2 2 THME (1872412 H4 H)
West Newton, Mass.
Dec. 4, 1872
Mr. Ferris,
My dear Sir:

I am also thankful for your kind advice. As you say, I do not wish to discontinue my
profession of the naval service, but I have deeply considered about the position which is best
for me and our country. I wish to go back to the Naval Academy, but I must study English
more at another place. I think, to talk and to write the English with facility is more impor-
tant than any other studies. One thing is that, if I were younger, of course, I would go back
to the Naval Academy and study the naval profession, because at first we as a nation wish
to study about the Navy. It is very important for our country. We got the permission, six of
us, to enter the Naval Academy at Annapolis from your government under your kind assis-
tance, and after that we got the appointment from our government. In our first plan with
regard to these matters, Kusakabe, myself and my brother entered the school, but both of
them could not proceed their designs, and they are both dead. I think that it is impossible to
study the military service when as old as I am. Therefore, my opinion is that I will study
English well and I must know about the military system and principle of your government,
and I must return to our own country as soon as possible and shall help our government
because they do not know any of the laws of the Navy and Army. Such matters are quite a

new thing for our people.
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