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The process of the introduction of public
elementary school English Education and
the process of its progress

— Focusing on the transition from
“English Note” to “Hi, friends” —

Akie Sugiyama

Abstract

The “Foreign Language Activities” were conducted in elementary schools
nationwide in the 5th grade and the 6th grade in elementary school from 2011.
As a result, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
distributed “English Note” to elementary schools as a Secondary teaching
material. In the year 2012, the “English Note” was abolished by the business
division under the ruling Democratic Party at the time, but the abolition of the
teaching materials itself was waived. Instead of “English Note”, “Hi, friends was”
created and distributed to each elementary school. The “English Note” and “Hi,
friends” both formulated elementary school curriculum guidelines. However,
since they are not textbooks prescribed by Article 34 of the School Education
Law, the method of use is based on the discretion of each elementary school.

With the revision of the curriculum, “Hi, friends! Plus “is distributed mainly
in the research and development schools from April, 2015. This emphasize on
text instruction.

Keywords: Foreign Language Activities (#4EFETEE)),
English Note ([3£5& ./ — +]), [Hi, friends!],
curriculum guidelines (%858 ZH),
communication ability (2 3 2=4—3 a3 Y§EJ))



