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Matilda as a Literary Criticism and Its Background

Satoshi Ando

Abstract

Roald Dahl’s Matilda is, in a sense, a manifestation of the author’s view on literature: how
Matilda, the protagonist, enjoys reading and what she reads seem to reflect not merely Dahl’s
opinion on the importance of reading but also his liking for literature. The novel also suggests his
abhorrence of contemporary lower-middle class lifestyle such as watching vulgar TV programmes
and excessively eating TV dinners. The novelist strongly believes that it is essential for children to
read good books, and that watching TV with extravagance both robs people of time for reading and
opportunity to think spontaneously and damages their imagination incurably. The principal purpose
of this article is to deliberate upon Dahl’s view on literature seen in Matilda and to observe how the
latter half of the twentieth-century and traditional English country life as background influence the

novel.
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