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The Trend of Familism in the Kibbutz

Shin-ichi Suzuki

The family in the Kibbutz has attracted much attention on the part of social scientists in
the past 30 years. In any area of Kibbutz life, Israel sociologist expect changes together with
continuities. It is the thesis of this article that in the area of the family, historical changes
occur within the framework of long term historical and cultural continuities. At one point, it
was claimed that the family simply did not exist in the Kibbutz. More recently the claim is
being made that the family in the Kibbutz is enjoying a revival, and growing from a nuclear to
an extended one. The historical sources of antifamilistic ideology are described, together with
the role of women as the familistic underground. The recent prominence of the family in
Kibbutz commune is viewed as resulting from a combination of demographic, economic, and
social factors, and as an integral part of wider historical changes in the Kibbutz as a social

system.
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