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Summary

“Futoko” or school non-attendance problem has long been understood based on the image of neurotic one in Japan. But
dropout-type futoko certainly exists and is becoming recognized recently. This study shows some proof of it’s emergence and
reports the reform of its support system. We pay attention to the introduction of school social workers to some schools and
supporting function of Child and Family Support Center in Tokyo.

We also indicate the dropout-type futoko could be found in 1980s and 1990s and argue that the dominant image of neurotic
type futoko was socially constructed. Futoko differs from the image of truancy which is pervasive in many western countries.

We suggest that we should change framework to capture the problem of non-attendance in Japan and propose the concept of
“children who do not go to school.” It does not only mean futoko or non-attendance students. In Japan many foreign chil-
dren are not obliged to go to school and do not enroll. Some Japanese children are and were exempted or postponed from the
enrollment for various reasons. The concept of “children who do not go to school” includes all types of those children and
students. It will illuminate many important issues of children’s rights to receive education which have been overlooked for
many years in Japan.



